Video Notes: Reformation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Faf6ISLbPQ8
· In the 1500s the Catholic Church dominated religious life in Western Europe and the Pope was more powerful than political leaders.
· Priests did not always follow the goals of the Church and many were corrupt.
· In 1492 Alexander VI became Pope. He was from the Borgia family a wealthy Italian family. Although priests were supposed to be celibate, Alexander had many children by mistresses.

· Wealth seemed to be able to buy the papacy. Opponents were often murdered and the Church seized property. 

· In Wittenberg a monk named Martin Luther challenged the corruption of the Church and its leaders.

· Born in 1482, Luther seemed likely to become a lawyer but at 21 he left his family to become an Augustinian monk.
· Luther was a good monk and tried to find peace within the Church but his conscience began eating at him.

· Luther was obsessive to find personal purity and his confessions were epic and long. He always wanted to do enough to please God. He closely read the Bible looking for answers.

· Luther taught Bible classes in Wittenberg.

· The selling of indulgences greatly bothered Luther. The belief was that humans always fell short in doing good works but the Saints had done so many there were a lot to spare that could be bought by the common man to help forgive his sins since he would never have enough on his own. 

· People could buy indulgences for past or even future sins for themselves or others. It was seen like an insurance policy for the afterlife.

· Luther could find no justification for indulgences in the Bible. It seemed to be 100% manmade. Johannes Tetzel was the man most famous for selling indulgences around Wittenberg.

· There was a famous saying, “as soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory into heaven springs.”
· Luther believed the Catholic Church lost its way and feared for those who believed their souls were really being saved.

· In the Bible, in a letter from St. Paul to the Romans Luther found a passage that said “the righteous will live by faith” meaning that you do not need all the traditions of the Church to get to heaven. Instead you need an individual relationship with God.
· Salvation by faith alone became Luther’s most significant revelation- to him it was the true meaning of religion. It set in motion the Reformation.

· On October 31, 1517, Luther nailed his 95-theses to the Church door at Wittenberg Castle. This was simply a call for a debate- just as was common in any college town at the time.

· Indulgences was the biggest debate topic. Luther wanted to discuss and resolve his issues within the Church. He didn’t plan to break away or disrupt the Church.

· Pope Leo would not listen to Luther’s concerns. Luther would not back down from his newly formed ideas.
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· Luther claimed that anyone who believes in God can be saved. This challenged the power of the Church in its role in determining who will go to heaven or hell.

· Luther feared that he would be burned at the stake for his beliefs.

· Johannes Gutenberg’s movable-type printing press quickly spread Luther’s ideas. Ordinary people who could read now had knowledge and information that they didn’t have before.

· In 1521 Luther was called to appear before Charles V, Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. He opened a Diet in the town of Worms.

· Charles V gave Luther a final chance to back down and recant. Luther refused to retract his statements. He told Charles that he would have to defy him in the name of God.

· Edict of Worms was issued by Charles with the permission of the Pope, declared Luther a heretic and banished him from the Holy Roman Empire. This meant that Luther lost his civil rights and could be killed with impunity.

· Prince Frederick of Saxony had already granted Luther sanctuary in Wartburg Castle.

· Luther’s challenge soon transitioned into war.

· Luther took on a new identity in Wartburg as Squire George to avoid being discovered by his enemies. He lived there for 10-months. He also began translating the Gospel into German.

· Up until that point the Bible was written in Latin and not the language of the people. He believed that everyone should be able to read the Bible. Luther also believed that everyone had the right to have a relationship with God directly.

· Questioning authority, started by Luther, spread.

· After years of bad harvests, heavy taxes, and persecutions the peasants revolted, led by Thomas Muntzer in 1525 in Frankenhausen Germany.

· Muntzer wanted to link Luther’s spiritual equality with political equality. Luther actually opposes the revolt and said that the people should always obey their leaders.

· Muntzer’s peasants observed a halo around the sun and interpreted it as a sign that they would win their war against local princes.
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· Nearly 6,000 peasants died compared to just 6 royal men. Muntzer was captured and beheaded. His head was then put on a spike as an example for anyone considering using Lutheranism as a means to revolt against the prince.

· The printing press now brought Luther’s words to the people.

· Luther next declared that celibacy was no longer required for priests. He claimed it was unnatural and that priests should get married and have families. After that, Luther got married to Katharina von Bora a former nun.

· Luther believed the changes he made to marriage were some of his most important.

· Luther loved his wife and 6 children. He believed that family life was more important than the life of a monk. It gave daily life meaning.
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· In Switzerland John Calvin led a radical charge to change the Church.

· Calvin was born in France in 1509 and educated in law and humanities. He became a preacher and found spirituality.
· The biggest difference between Luther and Calvin was Calvin’s belief in predestination. Predestination held that God has chosen some people, “the elect,” who will be saved and everyone else will be damned for eternity in hell. God already determined who the “elect” were before they were even born and only he knew who they were.

· No amount of good works can force God to change his mind about who is the “elect.”

· Calvinists always tried to determine if they were part of the elect or not.

· Calvinists thought that good works might demonstrate if you are among the elect and to be saved. They became the most activists of all Protestants.

· One of the signs of “election” was success in work. The harder they worked, the more prosperous they were. The more prosperous they were, the more they were convinced that they were among the “elect.”

· This was one of the driving forces in the development of capitalism.

· Lending and charging interest were permitted under Calvinism unlike the ban in the Catholic Church.

· On February 18, 1546 in Martin Luther died in Eisleben Germany and the protestant movement faltered.
· Calvin saved the reformation and Calvinism began to compete with Lutheranism.

· In 1521 in England, Protestant ideas infiltrated society. Bibles written in English were banned and protestants were burned alive,

· In 1521 the Pope was grateful for Henry VIII’s loyalty and gave him the title, “The Defender of the Faith.”

· Soon Henry VIII asked the Pope for a divorce from his wife (which was banned in the Catholic Church). He thought Protestantism could help him in gaining a divorce.

· In 1538 Henry VIII wanted to leave Catherine of Aragon and marry his lover Anne Boleyn. Pope Clement VII refused to annul his marriage. Henry broke with the church.

· Henry tried to argue that Catherine and he had never been married. He asked a church official, Thomas Cranmer (a priest who was secretly married) to make an argument in favor of divorce.
· When Henry VIII learned that Anne Boleyn was pregnant he had Cranmer secretly marry them. Two months later Henry made Cranmer the Archbishop of Canterbury.

· The next year the English Parliament passed the Act of Supremacy, stating the king was the true head of the church. Protestantism and Catholicism were banned in England.

· Statutes, stained glass, and decoration in Church were seen as idolatry and removed from the English Churches- their removal increased the king’s wealth.

· Art did not die in the Reformation- it was released from being the vehicle of religion. Instead they gained value and beauty in the own right and moved into private homes and museums.

· By wiping out Catholic artwork, Cranmer thought he was on the way to building Protestantism in England but many others did not feel he went far enough.
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· In the 1500s the Protestant Reformation swept through Europe and the printing press spread ideas quickly. A new era of education increased.

· In England, power shifted back and forth between Protestant and Catholic rulers- sometimes in bloody conflict.

· In 1553 Protestant King Edward died and Catholic Mary became Queen.

· Queen Mary (or Bloody Mary) began a bloody purge of Protestants and persecuted and burned many at the stake. Thomas Cranmer was one of the victims.

·  In 1558 Mary’s half-sister Elizabeth became Queen. Elizabeth had to decide what religion would look like in England. She turned England protestant again but Puritans in England did not feel that she went far enough away from the Catholic Church.

· Puritans interpreted the literal word of the Bible and rejected the idea that the monarchy was in charge of the church.
· For 50-years the Puritans were relatively tolerated in England. Then under King Charles (who believed his authority came from God (divine right)) conflict ensued. Puritans were persecuted under Charles and some had their ears cut off. For many, the only way out was to leave England. 

· September 6, 1620, the Mayflower set sail for America. 37 of the 102 on board were Puritans. They believed they were completing the Reformation by making their pilgrimage to America.

· There was an endless series of wars in Europe from 1618-1648 over religion (30-Years War). Although mostly fought on German soil, it involved nearly every government in Europe.

· Between 15-40% of the German populations died in the war. In 1648 the Peace of Westphalia was signed which became a turning point in the Protestant Reformation.

· By the 1640s King Charles was considered a tyrant and dissolved Parliament. Charles would not compromise. Those who opposed the king turned to a wealthy landowner who could form and army to fight the king and turned to Oliver Cromwell.

· Cromwell was convinced Charles led England astray. The Puritans joined in the efforts to overthrow the king.

· After Cromwell defeated the king in 1648, the king was convicted of treason and executed him. On January 30, 1649 the king was executed by beheading. His execution was a strike against the argument of divine right.

· The monarchy was abolished. From 1649-1653 England became a republic, known as the Commonwealth of England with Cromwell as its leader.

· To many, Cromwell was not doing any better than the king had been. In 1658 when Cromwell died, his son took over but he was a bad leader.

· In 1660 the son of King Charles was brought back to be King Charles II in what became known as the Restoration. Upon his return, the king once again led the Church of England.

· With the idea of predestination people began to act immorally.
· By the late 1600s the Protestant Reformation turned Europe upside-down. 

· Splinter groups formed in the middle class that defied authority.

· The Protestant Reformation continues on to this day as new faiths are formed.
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